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untrustworthy. They adopted the religion of Muhammad
with haste and with warmth, and their beautiful yet
simple language has been, and still is, the chief channel
of polite intercourse and literature in Ivluhammadan
Asia. The authority of the Sultan was probably well
established in the towns, and elsewhere varied according
to the character of the country-folk and the ability of
their rulers, just as it does to this day in the dominions
of the Shah; and in the hilly country the hardy tribesmen
were probably as independent then as they are now in
the Eakhtiyari country, in Kurdista'n, and in Afghanistan,
and were in Beluchistan till the English lately reduced
them to submission to a firm yet conciliatory yoke. In
India the authority of Mahmud was probably as ill defined
as that of China in Thibet, let us say, at the present day.
The arm}7 of M?hmud is said to have included 5^000
horse and a contingent of Hindu cavalry. In his time the
Turks as a nation had not adopted the faith of Muhammad,
but the Mamluks were invariably forced or willing con-
verts to Islam.

II. MUHAMMAD TO KURU MALIK (1030-1186),
Sultan Mahmud left two sons, twins. The elder by a
few hours, Musaiid, though possessed of those qualities
of daring and reckless bravery which might have been
expected to endear him to his father's heart, was passed
over by him in favour of the younger and more docile
brother, Muhammad, who ascended the throne A.D. 1030.
His elder brother, when informed of this event, wrote
saying he had no desire to acquire by force the kingdom
their father, notwithstanding the claims of seniority, had
been pleased to confer on the younger brother, he him-
self being amply dowered with the provinces his own